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Comparing the Healthcare Systems of Taiwan
and Japan

Norifumi Kudeken

Kubagawa Medical Clinic

ABSTRACT

I visited the Taiwan Adventist Hospital, a ten -
story building with 461 bed capacity, 204 doctors,
and a lively and active atmosphere, in June 2017.
The Taiwan government instituted the National
Health Insurance in 1995 so that all citizens will
receive low-cost clinical services. The program
has been successful, as indicated by the fact
that the gross domestic product ratio of medical
expenses in Taiwan is lower (6% fee) compared
to that in Japan (>10%) , even while maintaining
the quality of medical and healthcare services.
However, Taiwan will also face significant
problems of declining birth rate and increasing
aging population in the near future, like the
issues faced in Japan, because Taiwan is now one
of the countries with the lowest specific birth
rate and populations aging <15 years. Therefore,

immediate measures should be implemented.
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Figure1 External appearance of the building of the
Taiwan Adventist Hospital

Figure2 Nameplate of the Taiwan Adventist Hospital
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Figure3 Patient waiting room of the hospital

Figure4 The machines of the medical expenses payment
using the insurance IC card and the credit cards

Figure5 Appearance of the Imperial Clinic
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Figure6 The population of the persons below 15-years-old

(Modified from the World Bank Open Data)

Figure7 The population of the total fertility rate i
(Modified from the World Bank Open Data)

Figure8 The population of the person over 65-years-old

(Modified from the World Bank Open Data)
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